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INTRODUCTION. 


The Archseological Survey of India has, during its existence 
since 1861, rendered valuable service in the matter of preservation 
of ancient buildings of great artistic and historical uiterest throughout 
the country, in the exploration of numerous buried sites of ancient 
cities and ,df religious establishments, and in the discovery and 
pubhcatioii of epigraphical material of great value. Some of the 
Indian /States have followed this noble example of the Supreme 
Government and have maintained separate archaeological of&ces of 
their- own. These are Hyderabad, Mysore, Baroda, Travancore, 
G-^alior, etc. The rulers of the Jaipur State have for centuries 
patronized art and science and the five astronomical observatories 
built by Maharaja Sawai Jai Singhji have won the admiration of 
visitors from far and near. The antiquities of the State had, how- 
ever, unfortunately received little attention. The State authorities 
are, therefore, to be congratulated on then' decision to start a small 
archaeological office of their own as a temporary measure m the 
first instance and it may be hoped that the results achieved during 
the last ten months -will be considered a sufficient justification for 
the continuance of this office for at least a few years during which 
period it is expected that not only sufficient material will have been 
brought together for a first rate Museum of Archaeology at Jaipur 
but valuable fight will also have been thro-wn on the ancient past of 
this interesting territory. The excavations at Bau’at which form 
the subject of this brochure were midertaken at the express sugges- 
tion of the Finance Member, Rai Bahadur Pandit Amarnath Atal, to 
whom I am deeply indebted for much enlightened interest in these 
and other tasks undertaken by me. 

I have considered it advisable to preface this my first report 
on archa 3 ological work in the State with an introduction embodying 
a very brief resume of the researches carried out among the ancient 
remahis of the Jaipur State by Sir A. Cunnmgham, the ffist Duector- 
Geiieral of Archaeology in India, in' 1864-65 ^ ; by his assistant Mr. 
A. C. L. CarUeyle during the cold weather of 1871-72^ and by Dr. D. R. 
Bhandarkar, a former Superintendent of Archaeologj^ m the Western 
Circle, during the year 1909-10 These notes also include sucli 
further information as I have myself been able to collect about the 
monuments in other places than Bairat. 


1 Archeological Survey lieports, Vol. IT. 

2 Ibid., Vol. \I. 

3 Annual Progress Report of the Archaeological Survey of India, "Wcstoni Circle, for the year 
ending 31st March, 1910. 
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The possibilities of archceological research in the Jaipur State 
are very great indeed. In his monumental work, Mohenjodaro and 
ihe I/ndns Civilization, Sir John Marshall in drawing attention to the 
prc-historic antiquities found in certain mounds in Kathiawad, 
expresses the hope that when a systematic search is instituted the 
chalcolithic culture of the Indus valley wiU, probably, be found to 
extend across Rajputana and dovm the valleys of the Jumna and 
the Ganges. A survej^ of this kind in the Jaipur State is one of 
the aims I have in view. Here it is interesting to observe that 
already the numerous portable objects found in the course of my 
excavations at Bairat include two flakes and fragments of several 
cores of chert similar to those found at Harappa and Mohenjodaro 
wliich augur well for future discovery of such material. The number 
of sites of the historical period, i.e. those dating from about the 
.3rd century B.C., that await exploration, is very considerable. 
The few ^rlaces about which information is available from the 
researches referred to above are noticed here. 

I. Sambliar or Sakamhhari, the capital of the ChMiamana or 
Chauhan Idngs, Prithviraja and his predecessors, in the 12th and 
earlier centuries, and so weU noted for its salt lake, possesses some 
very ancient mounds situated in the vicinity of the fresh water 
lake loiown as Nalia Sar, These mounds, which had in antiquity 
been honeycombed with pits excavated by the villagers for old 
brides, were partially explored by Mr. Lyon, Assistant Commissioner 
of Inland Revenue at Sambhar, under the general direction of 
Surgeon -I\Iaj or T. H. Hcndley, who read a paper on them entitled 
‘ Buddliist remains near Sambhur ’ % before the Royal Asiatic 
Society in November, 1884. 

These excavations were carried down at places to a depth of 
over 20 feet but are stated to have jdelded no important buildings 
or streets. The portable antiquities, some of which are now kept 
in a small show-case in the Jaipur Museum, were of a varied nature 
and included pinnacles of temples or dwelling-houses, beads of 
faiciicc, beads of carnelian with white geometric patterns burnt into 
them bone spikes with sharp points at each end wOiich Colonel 
Hcndley thought might have been used for securing planks of wmod 
together, tcn-Jicolta figurines of men and animals including one of 
a monkc}' seated, as on a tripod, with its tail serving as the third 
leg of the seal, reels of clay, small coins of copper which, when 
cleaned, may be found to be punch-marked coins and, lastly, a 


5 .r.n.A.s.. 1S81. 

- 1!( nip wiUi such ili'convtioii linvo boon found nt Kish in Mesopotninia where they occur 
in r.v- jrrnti'jii wiUi iintiqnif ics of tfio prc-Surgonic period, at Harappa and Mohenjodaro and 
in Hind mul other pnrfs oriuilin. 
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hemispheric shaped seahng of terracotta with one large face and six 
smaller facets on the sides. Hendley’s conclusion that these anti- 
quities are Buddhist and that the mounds in which they have been 
found would be found to be the site of an im^oortant Buddhist town 
seems to have Httle to commend it. On the contrary, the terracotta 
sealing, which deserves here a somewhat detailed description, 
provides incontrovertible evidence of their being Brahmanical. 
The principal impression, on this sealing, displays a sacrificial post 
iyupa) surrounded by a railing. The upper portion of the post is, 
in accordalice with the rules laid domi in the Satapatha BraJiTiiana, 
bent dq^ to about the middle of the shaft and has a bifurcated 
end. ^/Below this is the well-lmown Ujjain symbol consisting of a 
cross with balls attached to each arm and on the opposite side tlie 
Prakrit legend Imdasamasa, ‘ of Indrasarman \ in Brahmi characters 
OT about the 3rd century B.C. Five of the smaller facets of the 
/seahng display the mystic symbol svastiha while the sixth one 
/ shows a triangular pattern with five cross bars. This last device 
appears to represent the ladder by which the sacrificer and his 
wife ascended to the top of the yupa and, looking in the different 
directions, muttered prayers and offered to Prajapati 17 pieces of 
salt tied up in pippala leaves. 

The setting up of yupas in the celebration of yajiias is mentioned 
in the Atharva Veda, Kanda XII, Sukta 1 ; and several ancient 
inscriptions on stone and other monuments evidence the performance 
of such sacrifices down to the 5th or 6th century A.D. The yupa 
device is also found on the Yaudheya ^ coins of about the beginning 
of the Christian era and on the Asvamedlia coins of Samudragupta 
' and I am glad to be able to refer to an actual terracotta sealing 
similar to the one found at Sambhar. This was found many j^ears 
ago at Sunet near Ludliiana in the Punjab and dates from the Gupta 
period. It shows a horse standing looldng towards a sacrificial 
post which has a different shape in that it is bent in the middle 
instead of at the top.® 

The mounds at Sambhar deserve careful exploration as they 
majT^ be expected to yield valuable relics pertaining to the Vedic 
sacrifice, e.g. stone yupas similar to those found near Mathura 
and other antiquities of great interest. 

II. Nagar . — The ancient remains at Nagar, or Karkota Nagar, 
situated in the territory of the Raja of Uniyara or Oniara in tlie 
Jaipur State cover an area of about four square miles. They were 


1 Dr. B. Salmi, F.B S., of the Lucknow University rocontlj' discovered a collection of terra- 
cotta moulds for the casting of tlio coins of this clan in the mound known ns Kliokra Kot near 
Kohtak in tiic Punjab. Tho device on tho.sQ moulds is undoubtedly a yupa and not a tree in 
a railing. 

2 J.R.A.S., 1901, page 102. 
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carefiilty surveyed by IVIr. CarUeyle in 1871-72 but have obviously 
not been visited by any other archasologist since his time. On 
portion of tliis site, which ]\Ir. CarUeyle believed to have been the 
site of the local mint of Nagar, he collected over 6,000 copper coins 
wliich lay in some places ‘ as thick as shells on the seashore About 
a third of this number were found by Mr. CarUeyle to be worth 
keeping and, out of these good pieces again, 400 were stolen from 
liis possession. 110 out of this balance are in the Indian Museum of 
Calcutta and are described in Dr. Vincent Smith’s Catalogue ; but 
nobody knows what has become of the remainder. Dr. Smith 
fervently hoped that some one would take the trouble of visiting 
tlie place and coUecting other specimens. According to Smith, 
all these coins with the exception of some 35, wliich were of outside 
origm, must liave been minted at Nagar itself by the chiefs of the 
local Malava tribe, who may not necessarily have been the same 
as the Malavas of Dhara. Mr. CarUeyle found the names of not 
less than 40 chiefs of this clan on the coins discovered by him ; 
the names read by Smith on the coins now kept in the Indian 
Museum number only 20. The legends of these coins which include 
•some of the smaUest and lightest coins in the world are inscribed in 
the Brahmi script of the 2nd century B.C. to the 4th century A.D. 
and some of the legends are inscribed in reversed order so that 
they have to be read from right to left. Some of the names of 
these ]\Ialava chiefs are also considered to be of foreign origin. A 
systematic exploration of this site is an urgent desideratum to solve 
this and other problems connected with this interesting group of 
coins and the extensive ancient city in which they have been found. 

III. Dausa, which is Imown to have been the first capital of 
the Kachhwaha rulers in the Jaipur State, is situated at the foot of 
a In'gh hUl at a distance of about 32 miles east from the city of 
Jaipur. The top of the hUl is occupied by an irregularly shaped fort 
which is believed to have been constructed by a tribe of Bargujars 
from whom it was m-ested by the Kachhwaha Prince Dulharai, 
when he migrated from Narwar in Gwalior in the beginning of the 
J2th ccntuiy A.D. In the course of his tour in the Jaipur State in 
the year refeiTcd to above, Mr. CarUeyle found on the sloping ground 
t o the north of the foot of the hill a number of stone circles, one or 
two of which contained cromlechs, a few cairns and a sepulchral 
mouncl of xu’e-historic date. The cairns were opened by Mr.*CarUe 3 de 
and jdeldecl .some rude stone iinxilements while in the mound he 
brouglit to light pottery urns covered vith lids and containing 
human bones, also chert flakes, etc. During my short visit of a 
.‘tingle daj' to Dau.sa, I had no time to examine these interesting 
remains, but was able to discover other interesting antiquities whicli 
ean he assigned to tiie late mcdiajval period. (Those include a 
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collection of some 40 or 50 fragments of stone images of some of the 
principal Hindu gods and goddesses, red Karauli stone pilasters 
adorned with the vase and pahnette and other patterns, crocodile- 
mouthed gargoyles, and a large stone linga, whose top alone is 
visible above the ground, which originally belonged to a Siva temj)le 
which stood on the summit of the hill and whose site is now occupied 
by a later templb of Hilakantha Mahadeva standing within a small 
fortified citadel. One or two guns in the fort bear Nagari inscrix^- 
tions datec^in Vikrama Samvat 1849, etc. Another group of finely 
carved scn^lptures of about the 12th century A.D. is worshipped in 
or buil'^nto the front waU of a modern temple known as Mataji-ka- 
Mandn\ Among these antiquities are a well-preserved image of 
the ,yun, window lintels, etc. A largish mound outside the Mori 
Dp.fwaza of the fort, which is partly occupied by what is Imovni as 
B^haumyajl-ka-Mahal, deserves excavation. There is also opposite 
/the school building a brick temple of about the 14th century A.D. 
/ similar in style to the one at Bairat to be referred to later on, frag- 
ments of other sculptures to the north of the Juma‘ Masjid and a 
number of stone pUlars of ancient date in the audience hall of the 
temple of Somanatha on the right side of the road leading to 
Bharatpur."^ 

IV. Clidtsu . — ^At Chatsu, distant 26 miles from Jaipur, in 
1871-72, Mr. CarUeyle discovered an imdated stone inscriifiion 
which was edited by Dr. D. R. Bhandarkar in the Epigraphia Indica, 
Vol. XII, pp. 13 seg. This document records the construction of a 
temple of Murari-Vishnu by Baladitya, a Guhila prince, to com- 
memorate his wedding to a Chahamana princess. This stone 
was found built into the side wall of the steps leading down into the 
great tank of Guhil Rao to the west of the town of Chatsu. Tlie 
whole of the eastern portion of this extensive tanlt is jDrovided 
with steps built up from the material of the numerous temples with 
which, like the two similar tanks at DhoUca and Viramgam in the 
Ahmedabad District, this tank was originally surrounded. 
Mr. CarUeyle found only one smaU temple actuaUy standing in all 
Chatsu. Tliis, however, is only one of the miniature conical spires 
from the side of one of the larger temples of Chatsu. Both 
Mr. CarUeyle and Dr. Bhandarkar also visited the Jaina temple 
on the to];) of the hill Imovm as Shiv Diingri, situated about two 
miles west of Chatsu. 

The ancient remains of Chatsu deserved a further close study 
and, I was glad, a small additional grant for trial excavations at 
this place gave me the much desired opj)ortunity of undertaldng 
this work. The ancient walled city here is practicaUj’^ desolate, 
only a smaU jDortion of it being now inhabited. The city had four 
gates one of which, known as Kot Darwaza, has alone survived on 
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the south side. My trial trenches were excavated in different 
])arts of the northern portion of the town and reveal the fact that 
the wliole of the upper portion of the mound was composed of the 
debris accumulated during several centuries past and that the 
really ancient structural remains lie twelve to thirteen feet below 
the surface. The outer wall of the city has survived on aU four 
sides and a section of about a hundred feet in length, which I 
exposed, is found to be standing to a height of about 18 feet from 
the base and to be no less than eight feet in thickness. There were 
clear signs of a reconstruction of this wall in about the 14t'h century 
A.D., but there is no means of ascertaining when the original wall 
was built. (A Jaina temple in the same area which appears date 
from the late medijeval period contains a large number of TirthafUcara 
images ranging in date from Sariivat 1316 to 1680 but it is not Imawn 
whether they were not imported from other j)laces and what 
worse, the inscriiitions upon them contain no names of kings. I\ 
made a careful examination of the numerous well-carved architec- 
tural stones from ancient temples now employed in the ghats around 
the great tank mentioned above or lying scattered about this town, 
but the only sculptures I found were a six-armed figure of Durga, 
another Avell-carved figure of Ganapati and a Buddha head which is 
the only Buddhist object so far noticed at Chatsu. A more interest- 
ing monument which I discovered in the eastern extension of the 
city is a temple of the 10th or 11th century A.D. which had been 
only x^artially destroyed by the Muslim invaders. Its doorway is 
decorated with a figure of dancing Siva and the extant portion of 
its mandaim, 30 ft. by 16 ft., is supported on well-carved pillars of 
stone from the jMoraindi quarries situated a few miles from Chatsu. 
No inscriptions contemporary with the original construction of this 
fane have survived but a Ntlgari inscription dated in the year 
Vikrama Sanivat 1538 (1481 A.D.), when Sultan Gyas Din was 
reigning, presumably ju'evides the date when many of the temples of 
Chatsu were destroyed. This Idng is undoubtedly identical ‘with 
^liyath Shah (1460 to 1500 A.D.), the second ^^alji Idng of Malwa. 
The interior of the tcmj)le was littered vdth refuse and rubbish of 
all Icinds which I had cleared away. I also freed the carvings from 
successive coats of lime to enable the taldng of photographs. Over 
this tem})ic a later temple, known as Chaturbhujaji-ka-Mandir, 
was constructed in Saka year 1542, Vilirama Sariivat 167,7, which is 
the date inscribed on tlic xu'incixial image in tliis temple. Maharaja 
Mana Siriiha was at that time the ruler of Jaipur and the Emxieror 
Akbar reigning at Delhi.^ 

Mr. Carlleyle had held the view that the temples of Chatsu 
were destroyed first by ‘Ala-ud-Din ^alji and again by the Mugiial 
J‘.(m|)eror Aurangzeb. It is, however, more xirobable, as stated above. 
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that this wholesale destruction was the work of the long of Malwa 
named above. The Persian inscription ^ engraved on the inside of 
the dome of a small Muhammadan cenotaph, constructed with the 
spoils of broken temples, records the inartyrdom in a hoty war of a 
certain Gurg ‘Ali Shah at Chatsu. The chronogram is unfortunately 
incomplete, but I have a strong suspicion that the holy war in 
question refers to Ghiyath Shah’s uivasion of Chatsu. That Chatsu 
had probably , come under Muslim influence before this time, is 
testified by a/' fragmentary Persian inscription wliich I found ljung 
in a dese^tfed mosque in the town. It is dated on the 2nd of 
Muharrani in A.H. 783 (1381 A.D.) and contams the name ‘ the 
Old Pai^ganah of Chatsu but unfortunately the name of the king 
is missing. (Another old temple which may be mentioned here is 
that of Lakshmi Narayana, whose construction was commenced 
ip. Saka 1505 or Vila?ama year 1640 and which was- consecrated in 
^ikrama Sam vat 1660 when the ‘ Lord of the land ’, Raja Maiia 
Simha was ruling over J aipur during the reign of the Mugbal Emperor 
AkbarO 

At the Jama temple on the Shiv Dungri hill I have copied 
all the Nagari inscriptions including those on the two sculptured 
piUars described by Carlleyle and Bhandarkar and which are now 
kept m the Jaipur Museum. Of these, the pillar of white stone is 
better preserved and I found that, contrary to ]\Ir. Carlleyle’s state- 
ment, the labelled figures of the first 95 Jaina pontiffs beginning 
with Bhadrabahu are portrayed consecutively on the different 
sections of the octagonal shaft. The earliest inscription on this 
piUar states that in Saihvat 1706, when Sri Devendra Kirtti was in 
the pontiff’s chair, and in the reign of Maharaja Sri Jayasiniha this 
‘ genealogical column ’ (Pattavali-stambha) was set up in the temple 
of Neminatha at the j)lace known as Dungri, near the town of 
Champavati. Eive pontiffs that came to the chair in succession 
after Narendra Kirtti had their own names and dates inscribed on 
this j)illar, the name and date of the last one being Kshemendra 
Kirtti and Samvat 1815 respectively. 

Tv^o Pattavalis or ‘ succession lists ’ of the Digambara J aina 
pontiffs were published by Dr. Hoernle in the Indian Antiquary, 
Vol. XX, pp. 341 seq. The manuscripts upon which these fists 
are based were wTitten in Samvat 1840 and 1938 respectively. 
There are a few minor differences between the fists published b}'^ 
Hoernle and that found on the stone obelisk from Shiv Dungri 
but as the latter is 134 years earlier than the earlier one of the 
two fists published in the Indian Antiquary, the fist on the piUar 


1 Edited by Jlr. G. Yflzdani in liis article ‘ Unpublished Persian inscriptions from the Jaipur 
State’* in the Epigraphia Indo-Moslcmica, 1923-24. 
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should perhaps be regarded as more reliable. There are in this 
temple other inscribed Jaina obelisks of smaller sizes and bearing 
dates from Samvat 1556 to 1590. A separate account of this 
material and the other antiquities at and near Cliatsu will be desirable. 

V. Ncwai^ a small E-aJput towi, situated at the foot of a 
hill some 17 miles south of Chatsu on the road leading to Tonk, 
does not ai)pear to have been visited by Mr. Cafileyle or any other 
archajologist. The tovm is noted for some pretty hot and cold 
water springs covered with hetahl, kmnudinl and ether creepers. 
This toivn is said to have been founded by a Naruka Eajput, named 
Sahasa IMaUaji, and possesses some well-built Chhatris or cenotaphs 
in tjqiical Mughal style. The inscriptions on the memorial slabs 
are noteworthy for the fact that the saUs concerned are, in a'ceord- 
ance with ancient Rajput custom, designated by their own family 
names. 

VI. Rdmgadh, distant some 20 mdes from the city of Jaipul*, 
is supposed to have been the second capital of the Kachliwaha 
rulers in the Jaipur territory but it is not known when they shifted 
to this place. A weil-presei*ved Sanslrrit inscription ^ engraved on 
a red standstone slab, which was removed from Ramga(^i many 
years ago and placed in the Jaipur Museum (No. 1938) on the 3rd 
of iMajq 1936, records the interesting fact that the fort of Ramga^ 
v^hich is designated as the ‘ Defence of Ramagadha ’ was caused 
to be built when 1,669 j’-ears of the Vilorama era had elapsed, on 
Sunday the fifth of the bright fortnight of the month of Phalguna 
in the Salivtihana year 1534 (expired) in the reign of Jahangir ^ah 
Salim, by Maharajadhfraja Manasuhha, who was ‘ resplendent 
with abundant fame acquired from liis conquests of the entire 
territory and of liis enemies whom he had overpowered by his 
XH’owcss h Tlie building was completed under the control of Purohita 
Pitaihvara, the son of Padmakara Purohita. The name of the 
father of j\laharaja Manasimha is spelt in this inscription as 
Bhagavaiiitadasa. This is also the form found in two Hindi inscrij)- 
tions dated in tlie year 34 of the reign of Al^bar which are engraved 
on the temple of Go-\dnda Deva at Brindaban. The name is similarly 
spelt in an inscription discovered by me on the doorway of the 
temple of Kalyanarfii at Amber and everywhere in the Akbar 
jS'umaJi of Abui Fazl. The Sanslo’it inscription on the temple of 
Govinda Deva has the form Bhagavaddasa. The name Bhagwan 
Das is only a vulgar form of the Sanslcrit name and it is a mistake 
to .sux)x)ose that it was borne by a sexDarate prince. A ruined temple 
Iniown as the temjJc of Jamva. Mata, in the picturesque little 


1 This and Jiomo forty other inscriptions, which 
li'dii'd in detail m a fojmrato memoir. 


I have copied and dociphorod, Trill bo pub- 
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valley adjoining the Ramgadh lake |-'*.pntains a number of stone 
XDillars and pilasters of about the i -jj tury A.D. 

VII. Aiiib&T. — ^The city of Aimbe^Xt^ e third caj)ital in suc- 
cession of the Jaipur State, is believed to' have been founded in the 
10th or 11th century A.I). An interesting stone inscription of 
16 hues now in the Jaipur Museum (No. 1951), which was removed 
from a Jaina temple kno\vn as Sanghvi Jhimta Rai’s temi)le, records 
the construction of this temx)le on Wednesday the 10th of the 
dark fortnight^/df the month of Phalguna in the Vila’ama year 1714. 
Amber is in'fhis inscrixDtion designated as Ambavati ^ wliich was 
the Rajadhanl or capital of the territory named Dhunda or piiundha- 
hada, which was adorned vdth step -wells, weUs and tanks and 
with beautiful gardens replete with fruit-bearmg trees of aU 
seasons. This city was beautified with noblemen’s mansions and 
with Jaina temj)les with golden Jcalasas. The ruler of Dhundhahada 
at the time was Maharaja Jayasimha (Samvat 1678-1724) whose 
valuable services to the kmg of Dhili (Aurangzeb) had been rewarded 
lyith the grant of 27 towns. The temple was built in honour of the 
Tirthesvara, Vimalanatha, by Mohana Dasa of the Khandelval 
family who was the chief minister of Maharaja Jayasimha and the 
Governor of Ambavati, at the instance of the Jaina j)ontiff, Devendra- 
Idrtti who, we know from the inscriptions on the Pattavali-stambha 
from Chatsu, died in Samvat 1722. The gardens, lakes and weUs 
of Amber are well known. The temples had, however, received 
scanty attention. I spent two or three days going round the town 
and was able, with the help of inscriptions I discovered on them, 
to determine the dates of five of them. The earliest of these ejiigrajihs 
occurs in a small temple of the Smi, situated on the slope of the 
hill at the back of the town, which has been much rexDaked in recent 
times. The stone pillars of the 7nandapa and the ceilings, however, 
remaui unaltered and one of the pillars in the front row bears a 
two-armed figure of Ganapati, kliatvdnga in the right hand and an 
uncertam object in the lefk Above and below this figime is a short 
inscrij)tion of seven fines dated on Friday the 11th of the dark 
fortnight of Bhadrapada, Samvat 1011. The inscription is badly 
engraved but appears to record the obeisance of a private individual 
whose name is illegible but whose father’s name appears to read 
Chamundahari. 

The next temple in date, so far as is, at present, Imown is that 
of Lakshmi Narayana, attributed to Balabai, a queen of the 
Kachhwaha Maharaja Prithvi Raja. A short inscription of two 
fines engraved above the figiu'e of a dvara^mki on the left jamb of 


1 General Sir A. Cunninghom derives the name Amber from AmbikKvnrn, the name of . 
a largo temple at Amber. 
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the sanctum contains a date in Samvat 15x5 . UnfOTtimately the 
‘ tens ’ digit is not readableitoThe templet J agat Siromani is, I 
gather from Kao Bahadur ^'xtudair Narendra Singh of Jobner, 
attributed to Kanwar Jagat Singh {born Samvat 1625 ; died Saiiivat 
1656), who was the first son of Maharaja Man Singh (A.D. 1590 to 
1615), and grandson of Maharaja Bhara Malia (A.D. 154.8 to 1578). 
The figure of Garuda worshipped in tlie Chhatri in front of this 
Icmple is, however, dated the 7th of the bright fortnight of Khagun 
in the Samvat jmar 1611. This date falls in the reign of Bhara 
Malia and the temple must have been origmally built in the reign 
of that ruler and perhaps renovated by Kanwar Jagat Singh. 

The temple of Katyanaraiji has been freed from fallen debris 
and other rubbish, and a short inscription discovered on the fhiely 
carved doonvay of its sanctum in the course of the scraping off of 
lime plaster. It is now definitely ascertained that this temple 
(jyrasMa) Avas built by a Purohita named Kanhada on the 2nd of 
the dark fortnight of Marga-sirsha in the year Vikrama Samvat 
1631 in the reign of BhagaA^ata Dasa in the reign of Akbar. 

Another noteworthj^ monument at Amber is a white marble 
iorana in the temple of Narasimha in the Purana Mahal in which 
the Maharajas of Jaipur continue to be installed to the Gaddi and 
where their marriage rites are celebrated. The inner face of the 
north pillar of this tomna bears a Sanskrit inscription which states 
that on Tliui-sday, the 8th of the dark fortnight of Phalguna, in the 
Samvat year 1702, 6rl Damayariitiji, of the Sisaudani family, the 
mother of Maharaja JaA'^a Sirhha (Samvat 1678 to 1724) made a 
SAAnng {dola) in honour of Krishna, the son of Yasoda. 

A group of Chhatris or cenotaphs of the past rulers of Jaipur, 
situated just outside the tOAvn of Amber, includes some very well- 
built structures in Jlughal style. Unfortunately they contain no 
inscriptions and the names of the rulers caimot at present be as- 
certained. During the period under report the grounds around the 
Ciihatris AA cre freed from debris and IcAmlled up and an estimate for 
furthey urgent repairs has been submitted to the Finance Member. 

VIII. Moroli, Tchsil ^ikrai . — On a mound or hill, knoAvn as 
BundAvali Dungri, a fcAv chamdrs of village Moroli found in 1933 
some gold coins, out of Avhich 39 complete pieces, one half of another 
and some gold were recovered from the finders and submitted to 
the Maliakma Khas. These Avere examined by Kai Bahadur 
Araaruath Atal and identified as coins of Chandragupta I, Samudra- 
gupta and CJiandragupta II. Three of them were placed as exhibits 
in the .Jaipur iiluseum ajid the others deposited in the Kapardwara 
or Keserve lrcasnr3* of the State. It noAV appears that a part of 
this treasure had remained in the possession of the discoverers and 
four other pieces oi the collection AA'cre recovered recently. I have 
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examined these and also the three kept in the Museum and ho^je 
that it may be possible to explore the area where these coins were 
found. . 

Besides the few xolaces of archseological interest mentioned above, 
there are many others awaiting attention, e.g. Todaraisingh, 45 
miles south-west from Chatsu, where several important mscriptions 
of the time of the Kachhwaha rulers remain unpubhshed ; Visalpur, 
7 miles south-west by south from Toda, which was founded by 
Visaladeva of the Chauhan dynasty ; Khandela, where there is an 
early Braliml inscrix)tion, etc. I am informed that, besides the 10th 
century sculptures removed from the Harshnath hiU, there are in the 
newly started museum at Sikar a very large collection of punch- 
marked coins requiring careful study. 



BAIRAT. 


Bairat is the headquarters of a tehsil in the Jaiinir State and 
now easily accessible by a fine metalled road -which connects Delhi 
with Jaipur, the distance from the latter being 52 miles. Tradition 
identifies this town with Viratapura, the capital of Virata, king of 
the lilatsya country, at whose capital the five Pandava heroes and 
their spouse Dranpadi passed in concealment the 13th year of their 
exile. The ancient remams of Bairat were visited by Cunningham 
in the year 1864-65 and by his assistant, Mr. Carileyle, in the year 
1871-72 (vide Archceological Suo'vey Bejjorts, Vols. II and VI), both 
of whom have left detailed accounts of what they saw and of the 
legends connected with the place. Bairat was visited by Dr. D. R. 
Bhandarkar during the 5 ’-ear 1909-10 {vidG Progress Re2')ort of the 
ArcJiccohgical Survey of India, Western Circle, for the year ending 
31st March, 1910), but by no other archieologist during the last 26 
years. 

The present town of Bairat stands in the midst of a valley 
about 5 miles in length from east to west, by 3 to 4 miles in 
width, which is surrounded by three concentric ranges of hills, the 
outermost being the highest and the innermost the lowest.^ The 
Jaipur-Dclhi road enters the vaUey through a narrow pass at the 
north-west corner and the area is drained bj’- two rivulets, the 
Bairat Nala, which runs northward to join the Ban Ganga river 
and by the Bandrol Nala on the south side. (The ancient route 
to Jaipur left the valley on the south-west by a 'flagged ramp along 
the foot of the hill known as Bijak-ld-Pahari, which was the mam 
scene of my oiicrations during the last cold weather. The innermost 
range comprises many flat-top]3ed hills but, unlike those around the 
ancient city of Taxila, few of them have any remains of antiquity. 
Thus the only buildings on the hill immediatcl}^ to the east of the 
Bljnk-ld-Pahrnf, which is locally known as Mahadevaji-ki-lluiigrl, 
arc a gateway of the late Mughal xieiiod giving access to a rock-cut 
tank, a modern temple in which a water-worn block of stone is 
worship])cd as Ganapati, a small cavern used as a shrine, a large 
reservoir dammed by a masonry wall and a CJihatri on the siu)unit. 
This latter structure contains an inscription of Sanivat 1733, the 
5th of the bright fortnight of Magha vdiich records the installatior- 
of the foot-prints of a certain Chnliavana or Chaiihan. Nor doe' 
the more prominent hill known as the Bluinji-ld-Diuigri, situated 
‘about a mile to the north-cast of the town of Bairat, boast of air 
ancient remains, though a large cavern is here shown as the ver 
abode of Bhlina, the second Pandava brother and a long deep cle.' 



near it where this hero kicked water up to the surface for the benefit 
of his mother. A fair is held here on the 2nd days of the briglit fort- 
nights of the months of Bhadrapada and Magha. It was on a large 
rock at the foot of this hiR that Mr. Carlleyle discovered the now 
well-knovTi Bairat version of the Rupnath and •Sahasram edicts of 
Asoka. The surface of the rock was so weather worn and rough 
that only the keenest observer could have discerned the existence 
of an exceedingly defaced mscrij)tion ui^on it. In ancient times a 
wide and well- chiselled rocky spur, immediately to the west of this 
inscribed rock, gave access to the toj) of the hill. It has, however, 
been in disuse for centuries and the hill is now ascended by a narrow 
track further west. 

Brick Tem'ple. — k. small brick temj)le (Plate I, a) noticed by 
]Mr. Carlleyle on the eastern edge of Bhimji-ld-PungrI or the Pandus’ 
hill, as he designated it, was freed from debris in the course of my 
stay at Bahat. It yielded a few fragments of stone images of no 
special interest. Mr. CarUeyle considered this structure to be a 
very ancient building. I myself *think that it cannot be earher than 
the 14th or 15th century A.D. To about the same period should be 
assigned the massive masonry dam which is built across the Bahat 
nalcb not far from this temxjle. 

^Cremation Ground . — The area to the east of this rivulet has for 
centuries been the cremation groimd of the Bairat town. Here 
there are several weU-built Chhatris to commemorate the immolation 
of devoted wives on the x^yres of their deceased husbands. Each 
one of these Chhatris has its own inscribed and figured stone tablet 
and I was able to distinguish two distinct types among- these 
memorials. In one case the deceased husband ax^x^ears as riding 
a horse which is preceded by his wife or wives. In the other case 
the memorial x^laque exhibits the Sati standmg, holding her deceased 
husband between her hands, ready to jumx? into the blazing pile. 
I quote here as a specimen of the ex^itax^hs euix^loj^-cd the inscrix)fion 
on one of these tablets : — 

1. 1. 11 dlw 

1. 2. dig?: dt %dl 

1. 3^ --dim giT vtcTT tfum 

J'fl. dig % dJT ^idl ^TTgT 
^1. 5. dt wg ^dl^T dl gdl 
1.6. dl 

1. 7. yrg ^ gt d [?T]dlg 

i. 8. g\dl 5 gidt ^ dl^g^gi dig *• 

1. 9. gfg ^CtcTgTgi 
1. 10. g% ^ ^ ^ 
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Translations. 

‘ Oiii Ranica is true. In tlie Saiiivat j^ear 1743, on the 5th of 
the bright fortnight of Paiisha, Pande Chlutar Mai, the son of Todar 
and the grandson of Dhaniya, proceeded to heaven. In his company 
his widow Jamna, who was the daughter of Mohana, a minister of 
Jhodala, became Sati. This Chhatri was built by Saval Das, son 
of i.^amraj and nephew of Chhitar Mai who was a Gauda Brahmana 
and of tlie Haritavala sdsana \ 'Dr. Bhandarkar who summarized 
the contents of this inscription at p. 46 of the Progress Report of the 
Arch ecological Su rvey of India, Western Circle, referred to above, 
adds that the Saval Das referred to was granted the title of singh 
and the village of Papdi as a jagir bj^ the Muhammadan Emperor 
Naurang Shah who is generally identified with the Mughal Emperor 
Aurangzeb. 

'Tdgdh. — An ancient building m this neighbourhood which has 
escaped the notice of previous writers is the ‘Idgah near the village 
of Papdi at the north-west corner of the valley in which Bairat is 
situated. This, as usual, is an open enclosure surrounded by a 
high wall with hexagonal masonry pillars at the corners. A white 
marble slab built into the back wall above the prayer niche bears 
the following Persian inscription : — 


1_5UJ 


Text. 

H/c (siL'l o 

y J 


j 3’ 


- '3'JI 

... JU 

,9 


1 . 1 . 

1 . 2 . 

1. 3. 


I’his document i)urports to state that in the reign of tho-Jrimzi 
Xuni-d-Din, a man nanied Mulla IMiwaja built at Bairat for his ' 
welfare this beautiful Tdgah ^yhicll gladdened the ej^es of the on- 
00 ^e^'.. I he date of construction is supplied by a chronogram w'liich 

r. ’ and Works to A-.H. 1022= 

.A.l). 1 h,s date falls in the reign of Nuru-d-Din Jahangir, the 
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son of Alibar ^ab and this, I have no doubt, is the kmg intended. 
As we are aware, a mint was started at Bairat by Al^bar and copper 
coins of Jahangir, Shah Jahan and Aurangzeb bearing the mint 
name of Bairat are well known. The site of this mint is j)ointcd out 
in the middle of the present town. It is a large waUed enclosure 
occupying the loftiest portion of the mound on which the town is 
situated. The bulk of the nodules and drops of copper slag, which 
are found in such abundance all over the town, must have been 
due partly to the smelting of copper for the maldng of coins in this 
mint. 

(Another building of this late period is a large and well-built 
Mughal gateway, two cupolas on the upper storey of which bear 
stucco paintings dex^icting legendary scenes fi’om the Sanskrit 
epics and scenes from the Mughal Court, e.g. the reception of 
Maharaja Mana Simha by the Emperor Akbar, when he was out on 
a hunting excursion to the Jaipur territory. Not far from this is a 
Mughal garden with a rectangular pavilion facing north and supported 
on ta^Dering marble pillars and x)Iastered brick pilasters. In front of 
tliis jDavilion is a fountain tank which was fed in the usual way from 
a- high level reservoir attached to a well. Opposite to the Mughal 
gateway mentioned above is a garden kno-wn as the Jaina Bagh 
which contains a number of funeral Chhatris. One of these contains 


the chamna-2)dduJcd of a Jaina teacher Lahtakirtti of the Ka 

sangha, the Prakara gana and the Mathura gacIichJia, who died in 
the Vikrama year 1851. The Chhatri adjoining this is built over the 
remains of Lalitakirtti’s disciple aiid successor, Pandita Sadasuldia, 
who died in Saihvat 1937. This garden at Bairat is stated, in the 
latter inscription, to have been made by Rishabhadasa."^ 

•C^he extensive and high mound on which the town of Bairat 
stands would, if it was at aU. possible to excavate any portions of it, 
reveal strata u]3on strata of ancient buildings and scidptures, mscrip- 
tions and other antiquities of all kinds. '^The only ancient buildings 
that have survived above the ground are a. jDlain little mosque of 
Hijri san 895 and a Jaina temple of- the time of Alcbar. A slab 
over the central arch of the prayer chamber of this mosque contains 


the following : — 


- Ai\ J'l i’ 1. 1. 




A ^ 0 A. Am; sLlb ^ ^ ^ 


The king mentioned in this inscription must be ‘Alau-d-Din 
‘Alain Shah, the last Sayvid king of Dellii, who died at Badaun 
in A.H. 883 (A.D. 1478). 
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The Jaina tewph (Plate I, h) is situated in the neighbourhood 
of tlie telisil and consists of a sanctum preceded by a spacious 
Sabha-mandapa and surrounded by a broad circumambulatory 
passage on the other tliree sides. There is an oblong open courtyard 
sun’ounded by a high wall and a beautifully carved pillared portico 
in front of the entrance on tlie east. In the south wall of the 
courtyard on the inside is built a large inscribed slab which was first 
noticed by Dr. Bhandarkar (vide his report referred to above). The 
inscription has not, however, been edited in detail. The ej)igraph 
consists of 40 lines, and is defaced in several places. The object 
of the inscription briefly" is to record that one Indraraja, who was a 
6rlinrda by caste and of the Rfikmana Gotra eaused images to be 
made of tlircc Tirthankaras, i;e. a stone image of Parsvanatha in 
the name of his father, another of copper of Chandraprabha in his 
own name, a third of Rishabhadeva in the name of his brother 
Ajayaraja and placed them along with an image of Vimalanatha, 
who is described here as the principal pontiff, in a temple desig- 
nated Indravihara with the alternative name of Mahodayaprasada 
which he had himself constructed at Vairata ( ) at a con- 
siderable cx]iense. The actual consecration was ])Drformed by Sri 
Hiravijaya Suri with the assistance of his disciple Kalyanavijaya 
Gani who was ‘ an adept in the art of sowing tlie seed of 
spiritual knowledge in the sanctified field of the minds of pious 
men’. The date of this pious act ^ was Sunday, the 2nd of the 
bright fortnight of Plifilgima in the Saka j’-ear 1509 in the reign of 
the iMughal Emperor Alvbar. The corresponding Vikrama year 
wliich was also given is noAV completely effaced. Lines 3 to 11 
constitute a eulogy of Akbar who had illuminated the circle of the 
four directions by means of his prowess, who had dispelled the dark- 
ness ill the sha]ic of tlic crowd of his adversaries and had attained 
the high standard of the fame of ancient kings like Nala, 
Kamachandra, Yudhislithira and Vila’amaditya. This Idng had 
been^ so impressed and moved to mercy bj^ the clever expounding 
of pjety by Sri Hiravijaya Suri that he granted security of fife 
(awdrj) ^ to animals of all kinds for 106 days in the j^ear for all time 
and in all parts of his kingdom : namely on 18 days on account of 
the Paryushana fast, for 40 days in celebration of his birthday and 
on the 48 Sundays in the 3 ’'ear. Another passage in the inscriptior 
supplies a genealogical account of the clonor Indraraja and yet 
nnothm^ of the jiontiff Hiravija 3 ’'a Suri. Wc arc further informcc 
that this ]>ontin was the recipient of the renowned title of ‘ universa' 
f'f’llection of books and amnesty for prisoners from 
■lala lu-d-Dln Akiiar, the son of Hunutymn, whose feet were adored 


ul/v ‘uoirpricu -l-aiahter of nuim.iU was issuP'I A.O. 1582. Vide Smith, 
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by the kings of Kashmir, Kamarupa, , Kabul, Baclakshan, 

phili, Marusthali (Manvar), Giirjaratra, MalaA^a etc. It is interest- 
ing to note here that this visit of 6ri Hiravijaya Siiri to tlie Emperor 
Alcbar at Eathpiir Sikri and the consequent promulgation of a 
Farman prohibiting the slaughter of animals on certain dates in the 
year is also graphically described in the Mahakavya named Hlra- 
smibhdgyam of Pevavimala Gani which contains a poetical account 
of tlio life of this well-known teacher. The enumeration of the 
dates of prohibition, liowever, differs in some details from that given 
in tlie Bairat inscription. Verses 261 and 263 of Canto 14 of this 
woi'k also inention the construction of Indraraja’s temple at Bairat 
and its consecration by Sri Hiravijaya Suri at the invitation of 
Indraraja. The date of the Mahakavya is not Icnown. It is now 
clear that it must have been composed a good deal after the date of 
the Bairat inscription. 

Bijah-Jd-Pahdn . — As stated by Cunnmgham, the hill known as 
Bijak-ki-Baharl or the ‘ inscription hill ’ forms a conspicuous object at 
the south-west corner of the A^-alley of Bairat and cannot be missed by 
visitors on a]3proaching the valley througli the Bhilwari Ghati on the 
west. The hill is composed of enormous bloclcs of grey granite of a 
friable nature, with thick veins of felspar which dissolves and causes 
the blocks to split in tlie course of time. The hiU is about tliree-fourths 
of a mile in circuit round its base. Between this hill and the middle 
range of hills, referred to above, is a small narrow valley dotted 
with roughly built stone platforms surrounded, along the edges, by 
walls of unheAvn or irregularly cut boulders and levelled at top 
with thick layers of fine red gravel which is so abundant among 
these hills. These platforms niust originaUj'- have supported some 
land of dwelhngs which have now disax^peared. I examined two of 
them on the southern sx3ur of the Bljak-kl-Paharl, and found a small 
fine chert flake (Plate IX, Jc) and x)otsherds in one of them and an 
ancient brick wall running east to west, the tall stem of a pottery 
offertory dish and an incuse coin in the other. 

The tox) of the Bljak-kl-Pahai'I affords a x^icturesque view of the 
entire valley of Bairat, with the Bhlmjl-ld-Pungrl hiU and the 
monuments around it on the north and a perfect^ level X3lain which 
surrounds the lofty town on a.U sides. Behind him the spectator 
sees the comx)aratively high hills in which have, to this day, survived 
the deex3 shafts from which coxDX^er ore was quarried in ancient 
tinies and of which a sx^ecial inention is made by Abu-1-Fazl in his 
Ain-i-Akharl. At the eastern edge of the summit of the hill is 
found the colossal block of granite knovm as the ‘ Tox) ’ or cannon, 
73 feet in length, with its southern end elevated some 14 feet above 
the surface, under which a small chamber has been constructed in 
modern times to servo as a shrine of Hanuman. 
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Bairai-Calcutta Edict. — was near this shrine, beneath the 
lar^e iDOulder, Dr. Bhandarkar was informed, that the stone bearing 
th^ so-called Bhabru Rock Edict was found bj^ Captain Burt in 
18-10, and transferred to the Museum of the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal where it has been preserved since that time. This stone 
(Plate II) is an irregularly shaped block of grey granite, of the 
kind so abundant at Bairat and measuring about two feet in length, 
the same in width and a foot and a half in thickness. It was for a 
long time wrongly believed that this edict had been found at Bhabru, 
distant 12 miles in a direct line to the north of Bairat. A strong 
objection to the Bhabru origin of this edict was the absence of 
any ancient remains, except those of modern dwelhngs on the 
slopes of the hill behind this village, or in the neighbourhood of it. 
There was on the other hand at least one other Asoka edict m situ 
at Bairat and the important Asokan rehes that have now been 
brought to light by my excavations on the Bijak-ld-Pahari finally 
dispel any possible doubt, that may still have existed, as to the 
edict in question having been discovered on this liill. 

This edict is of special importance for, as pointed out by 
Dr. Bimala Cliurn Law, it is the only known edict of Asoka 
which is inscribed on a stone slab {sild-'plialalca) as distinguished 
from a stone pillar {sild-ihamha), etc. This edict also provides 
definite proof of Asoka’s faith in the Buddhist religion and his 
consequent exhortation to monks and nuns and to laymen and 
lay-women to listen to and to study seven select p)assages from the 
Buddhist scriptures, for which he himself felt a special preference, 
as being most conducive to the continued j^rosperity of the Law 
of Piety promulgated by the Buddha. Four of these selections were 
identified long ago by Prof. Rhys Davids and other scholars ^ with 
(1) the Munisutta, No. 12 of the Suita Nipdta, (2) the Upatissa- 
PailJio, i.e. Sariputta’s question to Assaji which led to the former’s 
convei-fsion to the Buddhist faith, (3) the Anagatabhayani, ‘ Disasters 
to come ’, i.e. the ten dangers liajq^ening to hermits, like coiTuptions 
in the doctrine and discipline from incorap>ctent and untrained men 
among the members of the Order, and (4.) the MKulovdda Sutfa in 
Pfili, which constitutes an Exhortation to Rfihula, the son of the 
great Teacher on the subject of falsehood {Majjhhna-Nilcdya, Sutta 
01 ). The difficulty in the identification arises from the' titles of 
the passages in question adopted by Asoka and the absence of an 
authoritatix-c classification of the Buddha’s teachings in the time 
of that eni])cror. 


1 Jo-.irtial c,f thr Pali T ert Sockly, ISIfi, pp. 93 to 9S and tl.o Mum Antu]ttar>i. XIU, p. 40. 
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Tlie ancient remains on the BiJak-ld-Paliari are distributed on 
two distinct platforms, the western one of which is found, after 
excavation, to be 30 feet higher than the other. Both these 
platforms were dm my arrival found to be completely enveloped 
in jungle and cut up with trenches excavated, according to Sir A. 
Cunningham, by His late Highness Maharaja Ramsingh (1835-80) 
and, according to Dr. D. R. Bhandarkar by a Qiladar named Kitaj T 
Khamgarot in 1845. My enquiries at the Secretariat Offices of the 
State have failed to biing to light any record of the operations. 
Nor is there any information available regarding the gold casket 
which was stated to have been found in that excavation. The 
bricks mth which the hill was covered at Sir A. Cunningham’s 
visit had long smce been carried away and I have myself seen 
several buildings in the tomi of Bairat constructed wholly with-, 
this material. Some of these bricks had found their way to more 
distant places. Thus five well-preserved specimens marked, a^' 
usual, mth traced fingei' marks are being worshipped in a temple 
of the chamdrs at the village of Bhilwari on the road to Jaipur. 
HeajDS of boulders and the excavated earth were, however, found 
aU over the site and these had to be cleared away and the jungle 
cut dovm before any excavation could be started. A convenient 
spot for the commencement of the operations was found on tlie 
east of the upper platform where a rough i^ile of boulders indicated 
the existence of a massive retaining wall. Large portions of this 
wall have survived all round the platform except at places where 
colossal blocks of stone occurred along tlie edge, and rendered such 
protection unnecessar 3 ^ The width of this wall averages three to 
four feet though at the base it may be much greater. A similar 
irregularly shaped wall was found around the lower terrace. 

An interesting feature of the upper terrace that came to light 
early during the excavation was the discoveiy of what must have 
been a broad staircase to give access to the top, though all the 
steps had perished. In its upper iDortion this staircase is flanked 
on the south side by a colossal rock, but there is a well-built plat- 
form, 20 feet long by 12 feet wide and 4 feet 5 inches high, on the 
other side. It is composed of bricks of unusuall}’- large size, measuring 
2 feet 7 inches long by 1 foot 4 inches wide and about 3 inches in 
thiclmess giving a ratio of about two widths to the length. The 
same ratio characterizes the bulk of the other bricks used on this 
site which are 20" X about lO-i" x 2|". Bricks on other early sites, 
apart of course from those of the Indus Valley, have a veiy incon- 
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veiiieiit proportion ranging from 3 : 2 to 5 : 4. Tlie bricks under 
comment are, as nsnal with bricks of tliis early period, made of a 
very coarse kind of clay mixed wdtli chopped straw or linsk of grain. 

' '■J'o judge from the height of the upper i)latform, there must 
have been two or three other landings or a j)lain ramp composed of 
stone rubble. The lower terrace was also provided on the east 
side with a staircase flanked in the same fashion, i.e. by a massive 
rock on one side and a brick platform on the/»tlier. Both these 
staircases were buried deep under debris at Cimnmgham’s visit 
and were not seen by liim. He, therefore, located the main apxn’oach 
to this establishment on the south side of the upper j)latform where 
lie saw the remains of a large entrance vdth a flight of stone steps. 
No such remains have survived in the position indicated, although 
a long projecting spur of the hill on that side, which is jirotected 
about the lower reaches by rubble walls, would have afforded a very 
likely site for a second ap)proach. 

The Monastery.— A h to the actual buildings on this ujoxier 
platform, Sir A. Cunningham thought that the large mass of rocks 
in the centre must have been the core around which a brick stu2ja 
had been constructed and that the ruins of brick walls around the 
stujia formed the chambers of the resident monks of this monastery. 
I\lonastei’ics vith stfipas in their central open courtyards did not 
come into vogue until the mediseval xieriod ; one well-knomi example 
of this tyjie is the large monaster^’- at Paharjiur in the Bajshahi 
district of Bengal. Cunningham’s suggestion is, however, untenable 
for the reason that tliero is not space enough on this jilatform for 
the stupendous stujxt. that would have been needed to cover such a 
largo mass of I'ocks. These rocks are six in number, the largest of 
which, measuring some 30 feet from north to south by 28 feet wide, 
is balanced upon four others. All these together with the sixth, 
lying a],art on the west side, obviously formed ^Dart of one and the 
same rock which stood on one end with the other end elevated in the 
air in the fashion of the rock known as ‘ Top ’, on the east edge of 
the hill to which a reference has already been made. The frac- 
tured sides of these separate sections seem to leave no doubt as to 
the correctness of this suggestion. The approximate date of the 
splitting of this colossal boulder will be guessed from the frict that 
some of these broken blocks lie upon the brick ruins of the monastery 
around them. As iffr. Caiilcyle was .sure that a gold casket had 
been found in the ju'cvious excavation in this areaj I cleared away 
the diduis and found, cut into the bed of the rock beneath, an 
irregularly shajuul chamber about 8 feet in diameter by 5 feet deep. 
It was carefully examined but yielded no relics except brickbats and 
])ot sherds, 

1 he brick remains on this platform were found to have been so 
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tlioroiiglily devastated by the previous exeavators, referred to above, 
and the exeavated material so completely ransacked by the villagers 
that the task of understanding the arrangement of these remains 
was exceedingly difficult. This difficulty was aggravated by the 
circumstance that, durmg the three centuries that this establishment 
was in existence, it had been renovated or rebuilt two or three 
times. The one fact that was clear from the outset, however, was 
that the building, we were concerned with, was a iiind of monastery, 
though of a much more elaborate type than those brought to light 
on other Buddliist sites. The best preserved portion of this 
monastery was that on the east side (Plate III, a), where a double 
row of six to seven eeUs has remained. These cells arc alternately 
of larger and smaller sizes, the larger ones being each just big 
enough to accommodate a single monk or nun. The bricks used in 
the construction of these cells and other parts of the monastery 
measure 20" by Of" by 2|" and are, as was usual in this early period, 
laid, in clay mortar. The same is the case in other brick structures 
brought to light on this site. The walls are about 20 inches thick, 
equal to one length or two widths of the bricks, Avhich are laid 
alternately as headers and stretchers. Onl}’- two courses of bricks 
remain but it is obvious from large quantities of white- washed 
plaster which were l3dng both inside aiid outside of these cells, 
that their walls had been treated with x)l aster throughout. The 
debris also abounded in charred Avood and pottery tiles Avith AAdiich 
the gabled roofs Avere covered. 

Portable antiquities recoAmred from these cells included pottery 
jars of different shapes and ornamented AAnth A’-arious patterns, 
e.g. the friratna wpon the toheel, the svastika, etc., iron nails, oval- 
shaped j)iei’ced tablets of schist AAdiich Avould appear to ha Am been 
amulets, etc. 

8ilve7' Goins . — ^Thc most interesting find made in this building, 
hoAvcA^er, AA'^as that of a small ]Aottery jar of coarse clay containing 
ancient coins, Avhich Avas found hidden in the loAAmr course of the 
outer Avail behind the fourth cell from the north and AAdiieh must 
haAm been dej)osited there by a monk or nun m disregard of the 
usual monastic rules AAdiich prohibit members of the Order to keep 
A'aluable articles. This treasure consisted of 36 sihmr coins AA'hich 
have been kindlj’’ cleaned for me by the Arclueologicak Chemist in 
India and found to be in A^eiy good presei’Auition (Plate IV, h). Eight 
of these, AAdiich are j)nnch-marked coins, Avere wrapped in a piece 
of cloth ; the other 28, AA’hich AA’cre of Greek and Indo-Greck kings, 
lay loose in the jar. 

This find presents several pointe of interest. Firfst Avith regard 
to the eight punch-marked coins. Such coins have, in the past, 
been found in companA’’ Avith datable coins. One hoard of 160 
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coins of debased silver, which Sir John Marshall found at Taxila 
in 1912-13, consisted of 159 punch-marked iheces and one gold 
coin in fine condition of Diodotos, Idng of Bactria {circa 245 B.C.). 
Sir John iMarshall also found at the Bhir moimd at the same site a 
mncli larger collection of 1,167 silver coins all of which were punch- 
marked pieces with the exception of two of Alexander the Great 
and one of his step-brother and successor Philij) Aridraeus. These 
two finds showed that punch-marked coins were in circulation at 
'baxila in the 4th and 3rd centuries B.C. My own collection proves 
that this circulation continued down to the 1st century A.D. or 
even to a later period. The Greek coins include one of Heliokles 
{circa 140 B.(\), the second son of Eiicratides, and the last Greek 
icing of Bactria (No. 9) ; one of the Indo-Greek king ApoUodotos 
(No. 10) ; 16 coins of Menander, showing five varieties (Nos. 11-26) ; 
one of Antialkidas (No. 27) ; two of Hermaios with his queen Kalliopc 
{circa 20-45 .\.D. ; Nos. 31-32) and four of the same king alone 
(Nos. 33-36). 

These coins show that dm'ing the j^eriod, to which they belong, 
bairat and the country around it formed part of the Greek dominions. 
.Menander was probably the first Indo-Greek ruler to invade 
Hajjmtana and perhajDS it is due to this circumstance that 16 out 
of the 2S coins of this class belong to his coinage. Lastly, these 
coins provide authentic evidence of the Buddhist establishment on 
llie Bijak-ki-Paliarl having continued to be occupied until about 
50 A.D. 

Colion Chill . — This discovery also throAvs interesting light on 
the Icind of clothing worn in the first century A.D. In the course 
of my excavations at Mohenjodaro in 1926-27, I liad the honour of 
bringing to light fragments of textile material which, on examination 
by Messrs. A. N. Gulati, M.Sc., and A. J. Turner, M.A., B.Sc., of the 
Indian Central Cotton Committee, Technological Laboratory, were 
found to be true cotton cloth and established the use in the Indus 
valley of such material about 3000 B.C. when the Babylonians and 
the Egyptians wore dresses of only linen and wool. The same 
ex])crts have very kindly tested a fragment of the clbtli (Plate IV, a) 
in which the 8 punch-marked coins referred to above AA’cre Avi-apped. 
'riiey have furnished me with a most interesting report and three 
ifimtogi-aphs. 1 reprod\ice the following extracts from this report. 

‘ Jdeniiiij of the fibres . — The microscopic examination of the 
fibres showed the presence of convolution, marked by the letter C 
in the )»hotomierographs, which is a distinctive feature of the cotton 
fibres.^ Hence, the cloth Avas inadc from cotton.’ 

Ihc: ircighf of ] .'<qnarc yard of cloth . — ^A piece measuring :}"x 
I was rut Avith the help of a .safetv razor blade and Acas AA'eighed on 
a torsion micro-balance. Its AA’oight at 70% B.H. Avas found to be 
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4-55 mgm., from which it is concluded that a -square yard of this 
cloth would weigh 3'3 ozs. Owing to the small size of the samj^lc 
and there being only one obseiwatioh, this figure should be regarded 
as approximately correct. Furthermore, no attempt was made to 
clear away the deposit of mud on the cloth, as there was a danger of 
its brealdng into small bits when washed in water ’ 

‘ The cloth was thus woven from 20’s and 16’s yarns, it being 
impossible to say which yarn was warp and which was weft. 
Furthermore, as there was a mud dejjosit on the material, these 
counts should be regarded as the lowest limit, the actual counts 
probably being somewhat higher.’ 

‘ The number of threads per inch in the texture of cloth, — 'I’lie 
number of strands to an inch was also counted and found to be 
50 in lengthwise direction, and 34 in the other.’ As regards certain 
patches of greenish stain on the piece of cloth the experts conclude 
that this stain was most probably due to rust from the coins round 
which they were found. 

The XDortion of the monastery referred to above had undergone 
a rebuilding and, although the later foundations in some cases -were 
laid over the earher ones, they deviated shghtly in other cases. 
The later structure over one of the cells at tlie north extremity 
showed a large pottery tile, 2 feet 2 indies quare, which was 
surrounded by a paving of schist slabs and, when removed, revealed, 
underneath, a tiny chamber fined on two sides with thm bricks 
standing on edge. These bricks measure 21f''^ by 13" by 1-^" and 
are identical m size and fabric with those used in an oblong platform, 
found on the lower platform to be referred to later on. This chamber 
was dug down to a depth of 3 feet 6 inches, where the foundation 
composed of a layer of copper stone was reached, but revealed no 
antiquities of any Idnd. 

The remains of the monastery on the other three sides are even 
more fragmentary. - The portion on the west side revealed a confused 
mass of fragments of walling and floors among which four distinct 
strata can be distinguished. I was able to trace the remains on the 
lowest level over a length of 83 feet, which would afl’ord room for a 
row of 12 cells, i.e. six of the larger and six of the smaller size. There 
are moreover three parallel rows of cells on this side sej^arated by 
narrow galleries or corridors to provide access to the cells in eacli 
line. The innermost of these three rows was partly bmied under 
one of the six colossal boulders mentioned above showing, as hinted 
above, that the splitting of the rock must have taken place after 
the construction of this monastery. This catastrophe may perhaps 
have been one of the causes of its desertion. 

Portable antiquities found in this area included a terracotta 
figurine (Plate V, a) of a dancing girl or YakshT which has lost the 
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head and the feet. The left hand rests on the hii3 while the right 
arm is laid across the chest to support the left breast. The figure 
is naked except for a girdle of three strings of beads roimd the 
waist. Figures similar to this are found on railing pillars of about 
the first century B.C. at Mathura. This figure was lying a little 
above the floor level. I found in this area also another figure of 
the same ty]:)e of which onl^^ the bust remains. Yet another object 
found in tins area that deserves mention is the lower portion of a 
terracotta pilaster (height 5-|") consisting of a Yase-shaj)ed base on a 
trij)le jiedestal and a semi-octagonal shaft above (Plate V, 1). Pilasters 
of tliis design are found in the Anantagupha Cave in the Khandagiri 
hill in Orissa (Fergusson, History of Indian and, Eastern Architecture, 
Vol. IT, p. IG and figure 271) and on the gates of the Sanchi Stuj)a 
(ymith. Fine Art in India and. Ceylon, PL XVII, B). Other note- 
worthy antiquities recovered from this part of the nionasteiy were 
three saucer-shaped pottery Iamt>s (Plate XI, d) with tubular jdi’O- 
jections in the middle through which a string was passed for suspen- 
sion, the lower portion of an incense burner (Plate XI, h), and a 
portion of a conch bangle. 

On the south side no remains of the residential cells have sur- 
vived, but that the general arrangement was the same as on the west 
side is o])vious from the long walls of the corridors that are still 
extant. Behind these corridors at the south-west corner of the 
platform the excavations revealed a stretch of stone paying or a 
causeway, the exact purpose of which is not intelligible. By the 
side of this structure were standing two large pottery jars for the 
stoi’agc of water or otlier provisions. I also found in this area a 
large collection of common pottery lamps with round pierced pedestals 
which would a])pear to have been used to illuminate the buildings on 
sj)eca'al festivals, c.g. the LTposatha days. 

In the northern wing of the monastery (Plate III, h), fragments 
of only the later reljuildings have survived. These included what 
looked like the sill, composed of granite and mica -schist slabs, of a 
doorwav. which yave access to what might have been a storeroom. 
Here a large vailety of objects were found, e.g. a coppoi’ rod, thick 
at both ends, Avliich may have been used as an car-pick (Plate X, a), 
an iron .‘^cythe with a broad curved blade ibr cutting vegetables or 
mowing grass ; the iron screw rod of a cotton press (Plate X, o) 
and an iron pickaxe (length 0"). There were also several fragments 
of pottery bowls of very fine light labile, some with a beautiful 
golden bistre, which had been repaired with copper rivets (Plate XT , 
c. and /). several pieces of Cliunar stone polished on both sides and 
also e.xijuisitely ribbed on the underside, which no doubt belonged 
to an Asokan umbrella (more of these will be mentioned in connection 
witli the lower jilatlorm) and a Baginent of the rim of a similar object. 
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I-Tsing tells us that pottery vessels of cheaper kinds were used only 
once and then discarded and dumped into a ditch. One such dump 
was found in this area between a group of large natural boulders. 

Two curious little structures built of the usual kind of large 
bricks but belongmg to the latest period were opened in this area 
and found to contain well-built square chambers (18 inches square). 
Neither of these, however, yielded any antiquities. A larger struc- 
ture to the west of these, which is paved with stone slabs, prolDably 
supXDorted a shrine which had completelj’’ disaiDpeared. 

The upper terrace had now been comx^letely explored and all 
that remained to be done was to make sure that no earlier ruins lay 
buried beneath the level of the monastery. With this object in 
view, thi’ee open spots were selected oil the south side, at the iiorth- 
west corner and in the middle of the platform and dug down to the 
level of the natural boulders with which the site was originally 
strevm. It has now become obvious that the monastery was the 
very earliest building^ on the j)latform and that, as it would have 
been an arduous task' to clear the site of the rocks referred to, it 
was simply levelled up by filhng the crevices with gravel collected 
from the JbiUsides and the work of construction begim. The last of 
the three trenches mentioned above revealed a broad and thiclc 
layer of iron slag, the remains presumably of a temporary smithy 
set up for the making of iron and copper objects for the use of the 
occupants of the monastery. 

The lower platform was heavily encumbered with stone blocks 
and other debris, particularly on the west side where only a few feet of 
the east bomidarj^ wall of the upper terrace were visible. In the 
middle of this terrace Sir A. Cunningham saw a square chamber 
which, he was informed, had been laid oiren by Maharaja Ram Smgh’s 
excavations and which he judged to be the interior of a temple. 
He also saw fragments of brick walls on aU four sides of the platform 
which he believed to be the remains of a second monastery. This 
statement is only partial^ correct for although my excavations 
have indeed brought to hght in the northern half of the j)latform an 
hiteresting ckcular temple of the time of Asoka surrounded by a 
rectangular enclosure waU, no remains of residential cells have been 
found on the sides of the jDlatform. 

The present dimensions of this platform, which has a very 
irregular shape, are 170 feet from north to south bj’’ 180 feet from 
east to west. My excavations revealed the interesting fact that the 
whole of this platform was not built at" one and the same tune, that 
is to say, along with the Asokan temxjle referred to above, but that 
the northern and southern portions were added at a someAvhat later 
date to xu’ovide s^iace for the increasing number of votaries. The 
original jdatform was only 114 feet wide from north to south, i.e. 
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jiipt wide cnougli to afford a margin of about 24 feet on the north 
and south of the temple. The wide staircase on the east side of this 
platform must have been constructed when the original platform 
was extended on the south side. 

Tlie retaining wall of the original platform is well preserved on 
the north, fi’om the level of tlie north-east corner of the enlarged 
platform to about the west extremity of the temple, and is standing 
to a height of 12 feet with a thickness of 6 feet near the base. On 
the south side a length of only about 33 feet has survived. These 
walls are. nearly half waj* between the fa 9 ade of the temple and 
the cast boundaiy wall of the platform, connected bj^ a cross wall, 
the northern portion of which runs under a modern Muslim grave 
which, by the way, is not mentioned b 3 ^ aiy of the previous writers. 
Of the two rectangular enclosures tluis formed, the one on the east 
is occupied for the most part by large boulders of stone, one large 
mass of which, 12 feet high, was surrounded by a heap of ashes 
and badly burnt in anticpiity bj’^ bonfires, the exact purpose of 
which could not be ascertained, (dose to this spot was another 
saddle-shaped block, 22 feet long by 19 feet wide at the base and 12 
feet liigh at the west end. The underside of this block Jiad been 
hollowed out either by natural action or bj^ human hands into a 
COS 3 '’ little cavern which might well have been resorted to by monies 
requiring solitude for quiet meditation. This cavern is 13 feet deep 
bj" 10 feet wide and 5 feet high at the entrance on the west. Brickbats 
and potsherds were found in this cavern mixed noth loose rough cut 
stones b\il no objects of interest. 

Remains of AsoJea Pillars . — In a deep crevice in the inidst of 
the boulders on the south was found a collection of 100 j)olished 
])ieccs of (Jhunar stone and a still larger number of unpolished ones, 
whicli must no doubt be the remains of one or more Asoka ])illars 
Avhich had been battered to pieces. Several thousands of other 
jueees (Plate VI. a) of these pillars were found on the southern 
extension of the platform, some of which laj’- in heaps. Other 
pieces were found all along the east retaining Avail of this platform 
and lower down on the slope of the hill and ly the side of the large 
rock, named as the ‘ Top k A fcAV pieces Avcrc also found in the 
circular temjfie to be described beloAv. 


OnlA* a fcAv of these pieces Averc found on the U])]3cr ten-ace, 
all the others on the Ioaa'Oi- jffatform. The iJolishcd pieces A^aiy in 
si'/.e from tiiu' chips of a quarter of an inch to about 18 inches in 
length by 7 indies in height. All of them shoAv the usual curvature 
giving an approximate cliameter of about 3 to 3-1 feet. The large 
‘‘ollcction of chips referred to aboA'c included a fragment AA'hich 
is^ polished in the upper 7 inches but roughly chiselled below 
(Plate 1 I, //|. This fragment is obvioush' lu'okcn from the base of 
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one of the Asoka pillars at the point where the lower rough surface 
met the upper polished surface. This circumstance is interesting as 
showing that the pillar to which it belonged'was broken down to its 
very bottom. Another piece (Plate VI, c) is broken from the summit 
of the shaft and preserves a part of the well-cut taj)ering hole (dia- 
meter 2") into which was fitted the metallic bolt to suxii^ort the 
abacus of the caxiital which crowned the x)iUar. / The upper surface 
of this fragment bears the usual Maurya xiolish and the Brahmi 
letter na, the significance of which is not ascertainable. No jDortions 
of the abacus have been recognized but a tiny roundish piece, polished 
in the usual way, appears to have been broken from the shin or 
ankle of a large statue of a lion (Plate IX, d). I am inclined to 
think that the capital of One of the pillars supported a statue of this 
animal. ' 

The largest unxiohshed fragment from the core of the x^ihars 
is one measuring 2 feet 2 inches by 1 foot 9 inches by 1 foot 5 inches 
thick (Plate VI, a). This block bears a series of chisel marks which 
appear to have been made to split it into smaller chips. These 
chips are, for the most part, of unspotted drab Chunar standstone. 
A few of them including the fragment, broken from the division of 
the polished and unpolished surfaces, has black spots showing that 
there were, on this hiU, not one but two Asoka piUars. That these 
two piUars were set up on the lower platform is obvious enough 
from what has been stated above but where exactly they stood I 
was unable to determme, in spite of a thorough exploration of the 
site. The x^iHars at Sarnath and Rampurva and, presumably also 
aU the other Asoka piUars known to us, stand on thick rectangular 
slabs of the same kind of stone of which these piUars are made and 
I fondly thought that the base slab of one or the other of the two 
piUars, under discussion, would be foimd, but there was no such 
luck. 

The question as to how and by whom these piUars were destroyed, 
at present, remains a mystery and I am doubtful if it wUl ever be 
effectively solved. Any suggestion that these x)Ulars were destroyed 
by a Muhammadan invader must, I think, be ruled out of court. 
Many of the fragments being dealt with were lying at such con- 
siderable depths, that the destruction could not have taken place 
at such a late date as the end of the 12th century A.D. when Shihabu- 
d-Din (^ori destroyed the Buddhist remains at Sarnath or the 14th 
century A.D. when Bato.tiyar l^alji massacred the shaven-headed 
Buddliist monks in the Bihar and NManda monasteries. Nor was 
it the domg of the reformmg Hindus like Kumarila Bhatta b seeing 

1 Takakusu finds no trace of Brahmanical hostility towards Buddhism in the chronicle of 
I-Tsing (Buddliist Practices iu India) whose travels in India presumably took place during the 
lifetime of Kumarila BlmWa and Sankaraeharya. 
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that marvellous tolerance and goodwill existed between the followers 
of the Hindu and Buddhist faiths. In this connection one is reminded 
of the violence perpetrated by the White Hun Mihirakiila {circa 
510-510 A.D.) in Kashmir and on the Korth-West Frontier where, 
according to Hiuen Tsang, in the course of his invasion of Gandhara, 
he overthrew Buddhist Topes, destroj^ed monasteries and put to 
death myriads of the population. The monuments of Bairat may 
well have lieen destroj^ed by this invader. 

Other antiquities, found in the portions of the lower platform 
under description, were a tapering piece of stone resembling a leg 
of a human statue of local Bairat stone ; 14 pieces of a dish (Plate XI, 
?■) of gre^- clay vdiicli fit together and which Avere lying to the east of 
the grave ; a white chert flake and cores of chocolate coloured flint 
(Plate IX, w, e and/) ; a well-carved piece of a casket (Plate IX, i) 
of steatite ornamented Avith dog-tooth and other patterns AAdiich 
was found at the south-Avest corner of the same structure and a 
j)art of a grindstone of Cliunar sandstone (Plate IX, c). 

The Circ7ilar Temjole. — The temple ' (Plates YII and VIII) is 
found to be a most interesting structure AAdiich must be contempora- 
neous AA'ith the Asoka pillars referred to above and built by the same 
emperor. It Avas destroyed by a great fire. When I commenced 
my excavations on this part of the loAver platform, I found on the 
surface no traces of the square chamber of the temple AAdiich had been 
iiro light to light by the Qiladar Kitaji and which Avere extant at 
Cunningham’s Adsit. The only remains of that prcAdous excavation 
Avere tAvo trenches, one of Avhich AA^as found, later during the excaA^a- 
tion, to liavc entered and destroyed the north-east portion of the 
temple, Avhiic the other foUoAA^ed a part of the circumambulatory 
passage. In the earher stages my work Avas considerably hampered 
by the discoA^erj’^ of a long and massKe boulder AA’-all running east to 
Avest through this area AAdiicli had been constructed at a subsequent 
date and caused much confusion. The portion of the original 
structure that first made its appearance was the square corner on 
the south-AA’cst and, inside it, a x’ortion of a cuiwed AA^all and, a 
fcAv feet, interior to it again, another similar Avail. The AAdiolc struc- 
ture Avas e.xcavatcd Avitli meticulous care and found to be a circular 
(‘-hamber Avith an inside diameter of 27' 2", haAdng all round it a 
circumambulatory jiassage, 7' 3" AA'ide and around it again a fairly 
Avell-prcscrvcd encircling AA’all. The circumambulator}^ passage is 
paved Avith a thick layer of brick concrete, finished Avith a thick 
coat fT lime plaster, Avhich must Iuia’C been rcncAvcd two or three 
l imes, ddie interior of the central structure Avas excaA’^ated doAvn to 
the bed of the rock Avhicli Avas also cut into, but yielded no relic 
dejiosit of any kind. The contents of this chamber consisted of 
earth, brickbats, potsherds and otlier debris. The lov'cst course 
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at the base of the circular wall projected a little at several places, 
to indicate that the interior had been paved with a brick floor and 
at least two other small bits of brickwork had survived iri situ 
in the middle of the chamber. They are composed of large-sized 
wedge-shaped bricks, 2 feet in length, 15" and 13" wide at the ends 
and 3" thick. There was an entrance on the east side, preceded by 
a portico 2 feet in depth and supported in front on wooden pillars, 
charred bases of which have survived in square grooves cut into the 
floor of the passage. 

In front of this doorway of the central shrine were found the 
remains of a broader entrance, 8' 7" wide, in the outer wall of the 
circumambulatory passage (Plate VII, b). The brick jambs have 
the original mud plaster still adhering to them. Of the wooden 
doorway itself the following remnants were found in situ : charred 
portions of the wooden uprights and of the sfll ; large iron nails 
(Plate X, m), 9" in length and 1" in thickness near the head, which 
were lying close to the stumps of the uprights ; wooden pins fixed in 
semicircular plastered holes in the floor immediately behind the 
uprights, to support iron sockets in which the tenons of the door 
leaves swung. The iron sockets are thick discs with convex bottoms 
to fit into the hollowed tops of the pins. Double-pointed iron cramps 
(Plate X, h and 1), by which the door tenons were secured to the 
door leaves, were also foimd in the places where they must have 
fallen when the doors were destroyed by fire. In the channel which 
held the wooden sill and on the floor adjoining it were lying a number 
of tiny terracotta beads (Plate V, g) with pieces of thread still 
remaining in their holes. These must have been used to decorate 
the doorway in the same way as the doorways of temples are nowa- 
* days adorned on special occasions with strings of mango leaves. 

The wall of the inner shrine is constructed in a peculiar style 
being made up of panels of brickwork alternating with octagonal 
colmnns of wood, which numbered 26 including two which have 
disappeared in the gap on the north-east due to previous excavation. 
Charred stumps of most of the other columns have survived and 
double-pointed iron cramps found in the recesses, in which these 
columns stood, indicate that the latter were composed of two or more 
thin sections, joined together to obtain the required thickness. That 
these columns and the uprights of the doorways were adorned with 
vertical flutings and other patterns may be mferred from impressions 
left on baked patches of mud plaster (Plate X, / and n). The single - 
brick panels between these columns are, as might be expected, com- 
posed of wedge-shaped bricks, 20" long by 12" and 9" wide at the 
ends by 3" thick. It wiU be observed that the usual proportion of 
length to breadth of bricks on this site is here deviated from. This 
must have been due to the truncated shape of the material. As in 
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the Asokan brick stupas, the mortar emj)loyed in the structure 
undei' description is ordinary mud, though the outer surface of the 
wall is coated with lime plaster which must have been renewed 
several times. Large ]3atches of this plaster, burnt black and red, 
were found all over the place. The outer waU of the circum- 
ambulator}^ ])assage is, like the monastery on the upper platform, 
composed "of bricks measurmg 20" by about 10-^-" by 3". The whole- 
temple was at a later date enclosed by a rectangular wall with 
internal dimensions of 44 feet 6 inches from north to south by about 
70 feet in length. The eastern 2 Dortion of this rectangular enclosure 
must have served as an audience hall for votaries. 

The su 2 )erstructure of the temple would appear to have been 
built in the same way as the existmg lower portion, namely, that the 
brick panels rose right up to the eaves and that the 26 wooden 
columns supported a ceiling consisting of horizontal rafters laid one 
u]3on each pair of the columns. Above this there was a gabled roof 
covered with flat corrugated jDottery tiles measiu-ing 14" by 9" by f", 
which v’crc found in large quantities, and finished at the tojD with a 
tall pottery finial. This finial which is broken in two or three pieces 
has a 2 )lain tapering stem, the uj^i^er jDortion being ornamented 
with a series of horizontal flanges, and terminating in an egg-shaped 
ornament {anda) (Plate V, i). The circumambulatory jjassage was 
covered by an inclined roof supported on one side ujDon the outer 
brick wall and on the inner side upon the wooden architraves of 
the pillars of the central shrme L 

This is the oldest structural temple and one of those which 
furnished models for the numerous rock-cut cave temj^les of Western 
and Eastern India. The nearest apj)roach, both in 2 )lan and design, 
to this newly discovered temiale is the cliaitya cave of about the 
1st century B.C. in the Tulja Lena groujo at Junnar This rock- 
cut tcm])le is about the same size as the one unearthed at Bairat 
and has the same internal arrangement, with only this difTercncc 
tliat whereas the sanctum in the cave temjole in question is sur- 
rounded by a circular row of 12 rock-hewn pillars, the temple at 
Bairat consisted partly of brick and partly of wooden columns. It 
will be noted that the columns in both these temples are octagonal. 

The interior of the temple at Bairat had, as previously .stated 
above, been unfortunately cut away by the previous explorer, referred 
to above. But if. as is almost certain, the Junnar temple rejjrcsents 
an exact co]>y of the earlier tcmifle discovered at Bairat, the object 
of worship in the latter must also have been a sfilpa. And as this 
Icmple was unfloubterlly the work of Asoka, the slil 2 )a may have 
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contained a body relic of the Buddha. The two fragments of brick- 
work brought to hght in the middle of the central chamber (Plate VII, 
h), which have been aUuded to in a foregoing paragraph must have 
formed part of this stupa. I was also fortunate enough to find, both 
in and around this temple, numerous fi?agments of a large stone 
umbrella of Asokan workmanship and a few fragments, which fit 
together, also of a large bowl of the same material and similar tech- 
nique. All the umbrella fragments are polished on both sides and 
also decorated with exquisite ribbing on the lower side. Most of 
these pieces are small fragments from different parts of the umbrella, 
the largest being 16| inches long and about 6 inches thick. Three 
of these pieces fit together (Plate VI, d). Pragments broken from 
the rim are naturally thinner than the others, but no pieces of the 
central portion or hub or of the stone-post which supported the 
umbrella were found. To judge from the pieces under description 
the umbrella must have been more than 3 feet in diameter. This 
umbrella no doubt surmoxmted the stupa in the central shrine and 
the stone bowl referred to above may have been the receptacle in 
which the gold rehquary referred to above was enclosed and deposited 
in the stupa. This bowl would appear to have been fashioned on a 
lathe. The pieces recovered are about an inch thick and broken 
from the rim (Plate IX, a-h). When entire, the bowl must have 
had a diameter of about 13|- inches but the pieces recovered 5 v-hen 
fitted together are only 9 inches across. 

On the outside, the walls of the temple were inscribed with 
Buddhist texts in Brahmi characters of the Asokan period. Several 
bricks inscribed with one or two ahsharas (Plate V, e, o and q) were 
found built m the rectangular enclosure waU around the temple. A 
few of them read pdsam, visa, vi, hama, etc. May we assume that 
these inscriptions reproduced, in bold letters, extracts from the 
very texts from the Buddhist scripture, which, in the Bairat-Calcutta 
edict, Asoka had exhorted his subjects to listen to and study for the 
furtherance of the Buddhist refigion ? 

Other objects found in. and around the temple included the 
terracotta hood of a snake ; a pottery incense burner (Plate XI, h ) ; 
three conical terracotta objects pierced with concentric rows of 
holes to hold incense sticks (Plate V, n) which were hghted in the 
temple at the time of worship and which were lying on the floor in 
the ante-chamber ; a terracotta figure (Plate V, c) of a dancing girl 
or yahshl similar to those found on the upper terrace, with the left 
hand on the left hip and the right on the thigh ; a sohd pottery 
cylinder with railing pattern (Plate V, 1 ) ; many fragments of begging 
bowls of fine clay coated with pohshed shp or paste ; a fragment 
of a pottery dish or offermg tank with a tiny bowl or lamp attached 
to the rim ; a pottery ghard with a nearly spherical body and a 
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short and narrow neck, Avhicdi was filled with earth and closely 
resembles in shape similar vessels dejficted in the Bharhiit Stnpa 
reliefs ; sjjouts of pottery jars ; potsherds with scratched decoration ; 
large quantities of iron cramps, nails of different sizes, large-sized 
fish-plates with nails sticking in their broad ends (Plate X, c and d) 
which had been emplojmd in the wooden pillars and doors of the 
temple ; an iron chisel ; a reel of metallic ribbon (Plate IX, li) similar 
in shape to those found at Sambhar (p. 8 supra) ; a single arrow- 
head (Plate X, p) ; a copper needle (Plate X, h ; length 4*2"), one of the 
fev' articles of necessit 3 ^ Avhicli ever}’- Buddhist monk carried vdth 
him on his journe 3 ^s. A fragment of a grmdstone of Chunar sand- 
stone was found to the south of the temple and another fragment of 
a similar antiquity to the north of the staircase to the lower platform. 
In the narrow trench which was dug to expose the north boundary 
wall of the original narrow platfor m ar ound the temple, at a depth 
of 14 feet below the surface, was ‘found a potsherd broken from the 
neck of a jiotterj'’ ghard^ This is ornamented with plain incised 
decoration, and bears a short inscription in early Brahmi characters 
which appears to read hiparichakra{l). The meaning is not clear. 
Another potsherd with similar ornamentation, which was found to 
the north of the staircase to the lower platform, also appears to bear 
some vTL'iting but it is too much defaced to be decijDhered. A frag- 
ment of Chunar sandstone found on the lower platform behind the 
staircase on the east ma.j be part of a siDoke of a wheel, similar to 
the one that rested on the top of the Asoka pillar at Sarnath. 

Brich PJaiform. — The only other ancient brick structure that 
has survived on the lower terrace is a rectangular platform made 
of two courses of bricks measuring 21 x 13" X 1 i" which came to 
light in the southern extension of the lower terrace. I had found a 
similar low ])latform around the base of one of the ASoka pillars 
at Pampurva in the Champaran district in 1907-8 and it had at 
firsi sight appeared that one of the Asoka ])illars might have stood 
upon this ])aving. This, however, could not be the case, as beneath 
this ]vavcment there is nothing but natural blocks of stone. I-T.sing 
tells us that ceremonies pertaining to the ordination of sdmanerns 
in Buddhist monasteries were jyerformed on a small terrace or Avithin 
a lai-ge enclosure. l\Iay this jfiatform have been used for a similar 
purpose ? 

Coins . — ^Tlie importance of the 3G silver coins found in the 
cast wall of the monastery on the up])cr terrace in connection vdth 
the dating of the monuments brought to light h^s been noticed 
above. All these coins are excccdingh'' well preserved and, in 
view of tile renewed intere.st being taken in the stuc\y of the punch- 
marked coins. I have considered it advisable to illustrate each of 
the eight coins of this class included in this collection (Plate IV, h). 
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In an interesting essay entitled Classification and significance 
of the symbols of the silver punch-marked coins of ancient India 
Mr. Durga Prasad of Benares divides coins of this class into three 
chronological types, the latest of which he assigns to about the time 
of Asoka. He interprets a large number of the symbols occurring 
on these coins as representing mystic signs used in Hindu worship 
and mentioned in Tantric and allied texts. It is interesting to 
observe that many of the symbols found on the eight coins dis- 
covered by me are of the same developed type which Mr. Durga 
Prasad associates with the later coins of his enumeration. Of the 
remaining 28 coins which belong to the Greek and Indo-Greek 
kings of North-West India, only the rarer pieces are illustrated in 
the accompanying plate (Plate IV, b : 9. seg.). They are aU, however, 
listed below : — 

List of 36 Silver Coins (F.R. No. 89) found in the East Wall of the Monastery 

ON THE Upper Platform. 


Serial No. 


Shape, size and 
weight. 


Obverse. 


Reverse. 


Remarks. 


Punch-harked Coins. 


1 

Oblong with two 
corners chipped 
off. 

•9" X -5" X •04". 
49-25. 

Five or six well- 
preserved sym- 
bols. 

One dim symbol. 

1 PI. IV, b. Large 

1 crescent with pro- 
jection in the 
middle and thick 
ends ; dot in r. or 
1. half ; probably 
not found on other 
coins. 

2 

Oblong with one 
corner chipped 
off. 

•8"X-35"x-06". 

44-25. 

Four symbols, two 
of which resemble 
those on No. 1 . 

Dim traces of one 
or two symbols. 

PI. IV, b. 

3 

Oblong with one 
corner cut off. 

•7" X -55" X -03" 

45. 

Five symbols 

i 

Dim trace of a 
symbol. 

Ditto. 

4 

Square with one 
corner cut off. 

•55" X -5" X -03". 
48-5. 

Six fairly well- 
preserved symbols 
including 3- 

arched sign with 

3 big dots in cor- 
ners. 

One symbol. Cres- 
cent and trident 
back to back. 

Ditto. 

5 

i Square. 

•46" X -42" X -09". 

1 50-75 

i 

About four sym- 
bols. 

Crescent with 

pointed projec- 
tion in the 

middle and bifur- 
cated ends, etc. 

Ditto. 

i 

G 

Circular or oval. 
Diam. -6", thick- 
ness -06". 

61-75. 

Five well-pre- 

served symbols. 

Well-preserved 

caducous. 

1 Ditto. 

1 


■> Journal and Proceedings oj the A.S.B. (Now Series), Vol. XXX, 1934, 3. 
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Sorinl Xo. 

7 

•S 


!l 


in 

I I to IC, 

17 

IS, in, -in 

III to 1’.) 

•Jfj 


Shape, size and 
weight. 

! 1 

1 

j Obverse. 

( 1 

1 

1 

Bove-se. 

1 

j 

RKMAnKS. 

Circular or oval. 

1 Five well-prc- 

Caducous and 

1 

PI. IV, b. 


Dinm. -O', thick- 

i served svmViols. 

trace.s of other i 



ness -0.7'. 


; sjTnbola. 1 

! 


Circular. 

Four R\’mbols . , \ 

' . ! 

1 One dim and iin- ■ 

1 Ditto. 


Diam. -G", thick- 

i 

familiar symbol. ' 




nes3 -05'. 

•!8-7rj. 


Giikek anp Inpo-Gpeek Coins. 


Heeioklks. 


Cirenlar. 
Dinm. -O'. 
:iO-r,. 


Bust of King r., 
(lind. Gr. legend, 
Basileos Dikaiou, 
below Hlioklcoti/t. 


Zeus standing, 
bolding thunder- 
bolt in r., and 
long sceptre in 
1. hand. Kb. le- 
gend 7nnharajasn 
dhramikasa, below 
Hcliynkrojasn. 


PI. IV, h. Smith 
—III, 2 but dif- 
ferent raon. Now 
vnriet . 


Square, 


I 


•o'x-ir 

,'15-r.. 


Al'OliEOPOTOS, 


j Elephant walking. 
I Gr. legend, 1, 
BasUcob', top 
; Apollodniou. r. 
not eras. 


Bull standing r. j 
Kh. circular 
legend, maha- [ 
rajasa, Apedada- i 
Irtm iradaroRn. 


PI. IV, b. Now 
variety. 


tlireular. ! 

^IltN'ANPKn. 

Helmoted bu.st of i 

Pnllns to 1. Kh. 

Ditto. 

' • 

kijig facing r. Gr. ! 

legend, tnahn- 


:i t to :is. j 

legend, Bntfilrof) j 

rain.Ra treilaraaa. 


1 1 

RolcroR ; below > 

below JifntndrriRn 


; Circular. [ 

Mcnoiidrou. 

Ditto. ! 

Ditto. 

Ditto 

1 -Vty 

but king faces 1. 



) Circular. , 

Dind. king r. Gr. 

Ditto. 

Ditto 

; -or.'. : 

legend similar. 



' HTi to rt7*r». t 



' C’ircttl.Tr. ' 

Died, bust of king i 

Ditto. 

Ditto 

•G*. ' 

tbrusfing javelin. J 



• :io-2r. Xo ;n-7.*.. ' 

Or. legend ns 




above. 


} 

t’irruliir. 

Bu-t of king ; 

Ditto. 

Ditto 

'7 . 

thni-^ting javelin 

Kh. legend runs 



to 1. t.!r. legemi \ 

. CO Jit inuouslv 



runs eonlimionslv ; 

round margin. 

■ 

1 


j 

round margin. 1 
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Serial No. 


Shape, size and 
weight. 


Obverse. 


Reverse. 


Rkmabks. 


Antialkidas. 


27 

Circular. 

Bust of king r.. 

Zeus 1., holding 


•7". 

diad. Gr. legend. 

long sceptre in 1. 


37-6. 

Basileos Nike- 

hand, and in r. a 



phorou ; below 

Antialkidou. 

Stbato 1. 

small figure of 
Nike holding 

palm and a 

wreath towards 
which forepart 
of a small ele- 
phant r., extends 
its trunk. 

28 

Circular. 

Bust of king r. 

Pallas, holding 


•7". 

(youthful por- 

ajgis in 1. hand 


36. 

trait), diad. Gr. 

and hurling thun- 



legend, Basileos 
soteros ; below 

Stratenos. 

derbolt with 

r. hand. Kh. 
legend, maha- 

rajasa tratarasa 
dhramikasa, below 
Stratasa. 

29 

Circular. 

•7". 

Bust of king r., 
helmeted, youth- 
ful portrait. Gr. 
legend, Basileos 
soteros, below 

Stratenos. 

Ditto. 


Antimachos Nikephokos. 


Circular. 

Nik6 1., holding 

King wearing 

•7". 

palm in r., and 

diadem on horse- 

37. 

fillet in 1. hand. 

back r. Conti- 


Continuous Gr. 

nuous Kh . legend. 


legend, Basileos 

maharajasa jaya- 


Nikephorou Anfi- 

dharasa Amti- 


machou. 

marhkhasa. 


PI. _IV, 6. New 
variety. 

Of. Smith, Plate 
III, 7, but ele- 
phant faces r. 


Not illustrated by- 
Smith. 

PI. IV, b. 


PI. W, h. 


Similar to Smith , 
PI. VT;, 3, but dif- 
ferent mon. 

PI. IV. h. 


31, 32 


HeBSIAIOS 'WITH HIS QUEEN KALLIOPE. 


Circular. 

•7". 

37-5 and 38-25. 


Bust of king and 
queen r., jugate, 
both diad. Gr. 
legend, Basileos 
soteros Ermaiou, 
below Kai Kal- 
liopes. 


Helmeted king on 
prancing horse, r. 
Kb. legend, maha- 
rajasa tratorasa 
Heramayasa, be- 
low Kaliyapaya. 


Plato IV, b. 


Hermaios Ai.oee. 


33 to 36 


Circular. 

■r. 


Bust of king r., 
diad. Gr. legend, 
Basileos soteros, 
below Ermaiou. 


Throned Zeus 1., 
radiate. Kh. le- 
gend, maharajasa 
[/ratarajsa, below 
Heramayasa. 


Similar to Smith, 
PI. VI, 13. 

PI. IV, b. 
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Pottenj . — Indian pottery of the historical period, i.e. dating 
from the 3rd century B.C. downwards, continues to suffer from the 
lack of a proper chronological classification. This is due to the 
highly conservative character of the material and to the absence 
on it of decorative designs or patterns which could be used for com- 
parison and dating purposes. The fabric and shape are the only 
criteria available and these do not show a considerable variety. 
I am glad to have been able to bring to hght at Bairat a representa- 
tive collection of earthenware vessels which can be definitely assigned 
to the three centuries from 250 B.C. to 50 A.D. Owing to the 
exceedingly small accumulation of debris between the three or four 
strata noticed in the monastery area on the upper platform and of 
the confusion caused by previous unskilled . excavation, it is not 
possible further to sub-divide the material^between, say, the Maurya 
and the Sunga periods.- Complete specimens are unfortunately 
comparatively few. The whole of the pottery revealed is wheel- 
made and quite plam, uncoated even with any kind of slip or wash 
in spite of the abundance of ochres of various colours in the 
neighbourhood. The only ornamentation noticed on these utensils 
consists of simple scratchings in vertical or horizontal rows generally 
around the shoulder or on the body of the vessels, a few of the 
sacred Buddhist symbols, e.g. the triratna upon the dharmachakra, 
the svastiha and the lotus rosette (Plate V, /), the chain pattern 
made with the potter’s finger-nails, or plain incised lines. These 
vessels are all roughly made of coarse grey clay with a proportion 
of sand and mica and 'the commonest types distinguished among 
them are: large storage jars with round bases as distinguished from 
the x^ointed stems of similar jars on the Indus valley sites, dishes 
with broad flat bases which may have been used as jar covers or 
as eating dishes (Plate XI, k and o), ghards (Plate XI, c) with nearly 
spherical bodies and similar to those illustrated in the bas-reliefs 
on the Stupa of Bharhut, another tyx3e of water jar which, to judge 
from munerous fragments found, was a vessel with a straight neck 
and x^rojecting rim with the rest of the surface scored with vertical 
or horizontal scratchings (Plate XI, b), tumblers or beakers for 
drinking water with flat bases and straight sides (Plate XI, 1), 
several varieties of jars resembling the modern lota of different 
shapes (Plate XI, n, p, q, etc.), spouted jars for pouring water from 
(Plate XI, g) of the type from which Anathapindaka pours out 
water in token of his gift of the Jetavana monastery to the Buddlia^, 
incense burners vith handles (Plate XI, h), lamps of the usual 
siinple shape and others with perforated tubular projections in the 
middle to receive a string or iron chain by which they were sus- 


1 Cunningham, Stupa of Bharhut, FI. LVII. 
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pended from a peg or a ceiling (Plate XI, d), fragments of offering 
tanks with a tiny lamp or a bird perched .on the rim (Plate XI, j), 
a small bowl with a rebated edge for the cover, another fragment 
which may have formed part of a casket, a flesh rubber with surface 
roughened with fine black gravel, the neck of a goblet (Plate XI, n) 
and pottery finials. None of these articles has a shp or colour wash 
of any kind with the sole exception of the casket which bears a 
brown slip. It is noteworthy that no complete or broken specimens 
of the well-known monk’s drinking vessel or water bottle, Imown 
in Buddhist texts as the kundl or kundikd were found among the 
Buddhist remains at Bairat, although they are found in large 
numbers on other Buddhist sites 

The only class of utensils that are made of a fine hght clay and 
coated with highly pohshed sUps were alms bowls, numerous frag- 
ments of which were collected. These bowls had been ornamented 
or repaired with copper rivets and fillets and fine pins of copper are 
stiU extant m several specimens (Plate XI, e and /). The rivet 
holes indicate the use of fine boring tools. Stone vessels repaired 
in the same fashion were found at Mohenjodaro and I have seen 
in the Jaipur Museum conch bangles also treated in the same manner, 
which date from the same early period as the Bairat specimens 
and were unearthed in the ancient mound near Sambhar. An 
unglazed dish of grey clay which I found broken in 14 pieces is the 
only complete specimen of such a utensil (Plate XI, i diam. Sc- 
inches). 

Bricks . — Bricks of the following sizes were found employed in the 
buildings brought to light : — 

(1) 2' 7"xl' 4"x3"^ in the platform fianking the staircase 

to the upper terrace on the north side. 

(2) 20" X IOC" X 2f " in the monastery on the upper terrace 

and in the outer wall of the circumambulatory passage 

around the temple on the lower platform. 

(3) Wedge-shaped bricks 20" by 12" and 9" wide at the ends 

by 3" thick, in the circular wall of the central shrine. 

(4) Wedge-shaped bricks 2' by 15" and 13" wide at the ends 

and 3" thick in the fragments of the brick stupa m the 

temple. 

(5) 21f " X 13-1" X IC" in the oblong brick platform on the 

lower terrace. 

(6) 13C-" X9"x2", a loose brick found on the lower platform 

to the south of the temple. 


1 Vide A. K. Coomaras-n-aniy’s interesting study entitled ‘ Chinese Buddhist -water vessel 
and its prototype 



(7) Large flooring tiles 2' 2"x2' 2" found at the to23 of the 
later chamber in the east wing of monastery on the 
uiDjDer terrace. 

The advantage, for structural bonding, of bricks with the 
scientific jDi’ojDortion of two widths to the length is well known. 
Until the commencement of excavations at Harajjpa and Mohenjodaro 
no bricks with such convenient dimensions had been noticed at any 
ancient site m India; those employed in the Maurya and later 
l^uildings had irregular sizes in which the width varied from two- 
thirds to four-fifths of the length, with the result that, where 
structural bond was necessary, bricks had to be cut up for use. 
The use of wedge-shaiDed bricks in the circular wall of the tem^Dle 
is also noteworthy. Such bricks, • we laiow, were moulded and used 
in the Indus valley m the 3rd millennium B.C. Lastly it is interest- 
ing to find that all the structures brought to light on Bijak-ki- 
Pahari are built with bricks instead of with stone which abounds in 
this hilly country. 



CONCLUSIONS. 


This small site, covering an area of not more than 400 feet by 
190 feet, has yielded an unexpectedly rich harvest of archseological 
remains of the Maurya period and those immediately succeeding 
it. The principal monuments brought to hght are numerous 
remnants of two Asoka pillars similar to the other known memorial 
pillars of that emperor, a temple of an entirely new type and a 
monastery both of which latter monuments must also have been 
erected by A^oka himself. Of the two pillars no large sections have 
survived among the thousands of pieces broken from then: outer 
polished surface and from the core. The cause of this wholesale 
destruction and chix3ping of these piUars will jDerhaps never be 
known. I have tentatively suggested that this was the work of the 
White Hun Mihirakula in the begmning of the 6th century A.D. 
It is, however, equally x^ossible that these piUars were thrown down 
by a severe earthquake and then broken up by the neighbouring 
villagers and converted to profane uses. The only other site where 
Asokan monuments were so completely destroyed is that of the 
great audience haU of the Maurya Emperor Chandragupta at Patah- 
putra, where only one of the hundred pillars that supported it was 
found intact. The late Br. S]30oner held that these pillars had sunli 
and been irretrievably lost mto the earth. I venture to suggest 
that the pillars at Patahputra had met Avith a similar fate to that 
which overtook the pillars at Bairat. With the exception of the 
hve rocks bearing his edicts, aU the lithic monuments of Asoka 
are made of a kind of sandstone found at Chunar in the Mirza23ur 
district of the United Provinces, and fragments of the Bairat piUars 
may yet be found in the neighbourhood sooner or later. 

An interesting feature of this excavation is the total absence 
among the finds of anthropomorj)hic representations of the Buddha 
in any form or material, which is in full accord Avith the view that 
the Buddha image Avas not evolved until about the 2nd century 
A.D. 

As regards the identity of the site that has been under explora- 
tion or of the town of Bairat, I confess that my excavations yielded 
no evidence to corroborate M. Renaud’s view that it is the modern 
representative of the Po-li-ye-to-lo of the Chmese pilgrim EQuen 
Tsang. One serious objection to tliis identification is that Avhereas 
in his very short account Hiuen Tsang mentions the existence of 
as many as eight Buddhist monasteries at Po-h-ye-to-lo, only one 
has been fomid on the Bijak-ki-Pahari and there are no promising 
mounds in this vicinity, in which remains of the other seven 
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monasteries could be looked for. It was not the practice in those 
ancient times to build such hospices for monks and nuns in the 
midst of busy towns, but if there was a departure from the rule 
in this case, Hiuen Tsang would not have faded to say so. Ea Hian 
obviously did not visit this x>lace. Sir Alexander Cunningham 
identified the ‘ Kairat ’ of the Muslim historians, Abu Rihan and 
Perishta, -with Bairat and its capital Narana or Bazana with the 
ancient village of Narayan, distant 10 miles, north-west from 
Bairat. My friend, Mr. C. E. A. W. Oldham, C.S.I., informs me that 
this identification has abeady been rejected by Sir Aurel Stein who 
locates Narana in the Salt Range in the Punjab. 

Lastly my researches on this site reveal the fact that a small 
valley, to the south of the Bijak-ki-Pahari was inhabited in the 
prehistoric period many centuries before the Buddliist establishment 
came into being. The chert flakes and cores found in one of the 
rough-built stone platforms in this valley and on the lower terrace 
of the adjoining hill closely resemble those found on the chalcolithic 
sites in the Indus valley. 
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. (a) Cells east side of monastery on upper platform 
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(?)) Fragments of cells on nor 


■th side of monastery on upper platform. 
































